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Colour coding of cleaning materials and equipment ensures that these items are not used in multiple areas, 
therefore reducing the risk of cross-infection.

The British Institute of Cleaning Science has developed a National Colour Coding Scheme for cleaning materials.
The recommendation is that all cleaning organisations adopt this code as standard in order to improve the safety 
of cleaning, ensure consistency and provide clarity for staff.

The National Colour Coding Scheme is designed to standardise, and in some cases streamline, existing schemes 
as follows :
 

Cleaning materials and equipment that should be colour coded
All cleaning materials and equipment, for example, cloths (re-usable and disposable), mops, buckets, aprons and gloves, 
should be colour coded. 

The method used to colour code items should be clear, permanent and in accordance with existing practice. 

Materials and equipment that do not need to be colour coded
Cleaning products such as bleach and disinfectants do not need to be colour coded. Also, the code does not extend 
to catering equipment (for example, chopping boards and knives) where there is already a well-recognised and well-
established procedure to ensure food hygiene and food separation issues are addressed.

CleanForce Procedure
It is recommended that all cleaning companies providing cleaning services in England and Wales should follow 
this procedure and to that end CleanForce have set up the following procedures to ensure that we are offering 
the best service possible to implement these guidelines :

• we have made a policy decision to adopt the recommended National Colour Coding Scheme.
• developed an action plan for introducing the National Colour Coding Scheme.
• include this procedure within training practices for our staff.

We can provide you with our health and safety procedure document and risk assessment for each cleaning 
procedure carried out at your premises. The use of colour coding helps prevent cross contamination and 
improve hygiene simply by the cleaner using a particular product (mop, bucket, duster, etc.) for separate areas 
and situations. 

The use of colour coding has been scientifically proven to reduce the spread of germs throughout the work place 
thus resulting in a lower rate of illness through the spread of germs.  CleanForce are committed to ensuring we 
adhere to best practices wherever possible with a view to always looking to improve the service we offer to our 
customers.
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Sanitary fittings and washroom floors

General low risk areas - office corridors etc

General food and kitchen areas

Wash basins and washroom surfaces

CleanForce use guidelines set out by The British Institute of Cleaning Science’s colour coding scheme.  This uses 
different colour coded materials and equipment to help reduce, and in some cases eliminate, the chances of 
cross contamination of bacteria during the cleaning process.  All our staff are trained in the use of colour coded 
cleaning.

The colour coding practices we follow are :

RED

BLUE

GREEN

YELLOW

There are occasionally instances when we need to use a customer’s specific colour coded cleaning system and these circumstances we 
are happy to follow colour coded charts which enable specific cleaning for separated areas.  We ensure that our staff are fully trained 
on the differences should the need arise.


